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President’s Message
	 On August 12, 2010, during the 
6th Biennial Meeting in Orlando, Flori-
da, the AVVA State Delegation elected 
national officers for the upcoming three 
years.  Four officers and nine Regional 
Directors were sworn into office and we 
all are honored to serve our membership. 
	 AVVA is a great National orga-
nization and now is the time to nurture 
the internal structure that holds us togeth-
er- our membership.  Our members are 
the very lifeblood of our existence. And, 
the newly elected Board of Directors is 
committed to developing our associates 
to their full potential.  We are well aware 
that there are state and chapters that are 
floundering; our goal is to provide lead-
ership and guidance for those in distress 
and to provide encouragement and de-
velopment to those who are prospering.
	 Although our Policy and Proce-
dure Manual lists the basic duties and re-
sponsibilities of our state and local lead-
ers, there is still a need for a more detailed 
instruction in completing those duties.  
We envision a handbook for our leaders; 
a “bible” that will help you make the right 
choices and use proper procedure in hold-
ing meetings and a guide to help with the 
day-to-day obligations of each position.
	 Communication is a two-
way street.  This newly elected Board 
will be communicating to the mem-
bership, and expect to hear from our 
members as well.  Our plan is to estab-
lish an electronic newsflash to our state 
leaders; keeping them abreast of what 
is happening on the national level.  In 
turn, this line of communication will be 
open for responses, opinions, and ideas. 

	 After the elections in Orlando, 
questionnaires were passed out to our 
State Representatives and Presidents.  If 
you have not returned those, please do so.  
We cannot know or appreciate your ideas 
without feedback.  This is your organiza-
tion; you are important to us.  The time 
has come to empower this organization 
through our state leaders, chapter lead-
ers, and membership.  So please talk to us!

(continued on page 2)
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(President’s message continued from page 1)

	 During the upcoming months, AVVA 
will be developing a strategic three-year plan. 
Two important issues for me personally are (1) the 
transgender effects of Agent Orange.  This issue is 
near and dear to my heart. I want to educate and 
assist states in organizing and presenting Town 
Hall Meetings in communities.  Let’s get this is-
sue out to the public.  These dioxins have affected 
our spouses, children and grandchildren; I want 
AVVA to be a point organization for this prob-
lem.  The second issue (2) is the rapid loss of our 
veterans. Our families need preparation, educa-
tion, and knowledge of benefits due them after the 
passing of a spouse.  We will be exploring ways to 
get this message out to the survivors of veterans.

	 I could never express in words how 
much AVVA wants to enhance our relationship 
with VVA.  We have been together for many 
years and we love you very much.  You are 
our reason for existing.  Please don’t ever for-
get that.  We want to work closely with them 
and will continue to support and promote their 
endeavors as never before. They are our life.

	 Judith Young, President of the Gold Star 
Mothers National Monument Foundation, was the 
keynote speaker of our Biennial Meeting.  She is 
a lovely lady who is on a very important mission. 
She verbalized her need for legislation concern-
ing the Gold Star Mothers Monument Act of 2009 
(HR4197) and emphasized the importance of this 
bill in Congress.  The Gold Star Monument Act 
was introduced in 2009.  The Act authorizes a 
monument to be built in the District of Columbia 
area.  She urged everyone to contact their Con-
gressional Representative and ask that they sup-
port this bill.  Our Gold Star Mothers have given 
the ultimate sacrifice. They deserve this respect.

	 In closing I want to introduce the Na-
tional Board of Directors to everyone.  We thank 
you for your support and vote of confidence:

President:  Nancy Switzer (NY)
Vice President:  Frances Cartier (ME)

Secretary:  Sharon Hobbs (TN)
Treasurer:  Bill Williams (MT)

Region 1 Director:  Donna Anderson (CT)
Region 2 Director:  Cathy Keister (PA)

Region 3 Director:  Donna Crowell (NC)
Region 4 Director:  Suzanne Blohm-Weber (FL)

Region 5 Director:  Penny Meinhardt (MI)
Region 6 Director:  Pat Furno (WI)

Region 7 Director:  Kathy Andras (LA)
Region 8 Director:  Frances Rowan (OR)

Region 9 Director:  Joanna Henshaw (NV)

Together Always,
Nancy

	

Photo by Suzanne Blohm-Weber

Executive Board 2010 - 2013
Sharon Hobbs - Secretary, Nancy Switzer - President, 

Frances Cartier - Vice President, 
and Bill Williams - Treasurer.



Presidents Lifetime Achievement Award:

	

Mary Ann Miller - Pennsylvania

	

Pat Furno - Wisconsin

	

Margaret Wojciechowicz  - New Jersey

	

Mary Yeomans - Florida

Secretary’s Message

	 First of all, I want to thank the voting delegation 
for choosing me as the National Secretary.  I am aware of 
the importance and dedication required to complete the 
tasks of this office; I will strive to live up to the expecta-
tions of the membership and earn your respect.  Congrat-
ulations to all of the newly elected Board Members and to 
the reelected Board members as well.  We are anticipating 
an exciting term and believe that AVVA is on the move in 
a positive and productive manner.  
	 Since the election, we have setup a Newsflash 
bulletin email for communication to our Board, State 
Representatives, and Presidents.  This communiqué is de-
signed to keep everyone in sync with current happenings 
and events.  Electronic messages are the fastest and most 
economical means of communicating with our member-
ship. Expect to receive regular updates from national.  
Once again, thank you.  I look forward to working with 
the AVVA Board, VVA, and with our members.  

Sharon Hobbs, National Secretary

Scholarship Awards:

$1,000.00
Thomas Hall			   Marrietta, Georgia

$500.00
Brad Schlosser		  Chesterfield, MO

$500.00
Lauren Schlosser		  Chesterfield, MO

AVVA Member of the Year:

Penny Meinhardt, Michigan

		  Fellowship Award:	

Terry Clauson, Oregon

Photos by Suzanne Blohm-Weber
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Splash 

We have a new President!
	 Members of AVVA initiated our 
newly elected National President, Nancy 
Switzer, on Thursday evening, August 
12th, at the Rosen Centre in Orlando FL. 
Onlookers from around the nation watched 
as members carried Nancy to the outdoor 
pool and “gently” tossed her in.

	 After submersing to the bottom 
of the pool and resurfacing, Nancy swam 
around to the cheers of all who were pres-
ent.  Wes Guidry, VVA Event Coordinator, 
helped Nancy from pool.

	 Thanks to Nancy for being such a 
great sport.

	 The Membership Committee will 
be in touch with our members soon.  We 
are expecting growth and anticipating new 
and greater things!

Cathy Keister,

National Membership Chair

VVA Event Coordinator Wes Guidry helps newly elected AVVA 
President Nancy Switzer from pool during member gathering and 
information exchange.

AVVA members carry Nancy Switzer to the pool 
while photographer Michael Keating 
follows for the documentation.

Treasurer’s Message

	 What a summer it has been. Orlando 
was a great meeting and as always it was nice to 
see alot of our members who were there. Had a 
good time visiting with everyone and for those 
of you who voted for me THANKYOU!!!!. I 
am looking forward to the next 3 years as your 
Treasurer and just to remind everyone that if 
there is anything I can do for you or if there is 
anything that I can answer for you, please con-
tact me. Let us move forward and make things 
happen.

 

                              Bill Williams,Treasurer

Photo by Marilyn Rose

Photo by Marilyn Rose



Laying of the Wreathes at 

Woodlawn National Cemetery 

By Frances Cartier

	 An initial and important preliminary activity 
for the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Leader-
ship conference and Associates of Vietnam Veterans 
of America (AVVA) National convention held in 
Orlando, Florida, Tuesday, August 10, 2010 through 
August 14, 2010, was honoring Vietnam veterans 
as well as all other veterans and all branches of the 
service. 

	 Wreaths were placed in honor of Vietnam 
Veterans at the Vietnam Memorial in the Woodlawn 
national Cemetery, Orlando, Florida, Tuesday morn-
ing august 10, 2010 by representatives of VVA Vinny 
Monitto, Grant coats, Rick Weidman and Tom Hall. 
Representing AVVA was Frances Cartier and rep-
resenting the National VVA staff was Mokie Pratt - 
Porter. 

	 While visiting the national Cemetery the 
group paid honor to all veterans and all five branches 
of the service: Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air force, 
Coast Guard and additionally the Merchant Marines 
by visiting their memorials that are in this national 
cemetery. 

	 The group was privileged to be afforded the 
opportunity to honor their brothers and sisters that 
have served this great country.  
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Vice President Message
	 Thank-you electing me to the position 
of AVVA National Vice President. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to over see the wishes of the 
membership and the trust that you have placed in 
me to serve this organization as we move into our 
next decade. 

	 As Vice President I will support the AVVA 
National President, the captain of this ship by 
relaying instructions from AVVA membership, 
AKA this ships navigators to the captain and from 
the captain to the to the navigators.  Continued 
communication between all AVVA members, as 
well as between AVVA and VVA, is vital to our 
success. 

	 Additionally, I will be a source of 
encouragement to all veterans groups and their 
supporters. I will facilitate sharing resources 
so the voice of all veteran’s and their family’s 
are amplified and unified thus assuring that the 
mission and vision of the AVVA is advanced.  

	 I look forward to hearing from you with 
your input and feed back. 

Thank-you 
To coin a phrase “ Go Serve A Vet.”

Frances Cartier
AVVA National Vice President

photo by Frances Cartier



Agent Orange 
Widows and Victims Support Network, Inc.
“QUILT OF TEARS”

http://www.agentorangequiltoftears.com/

	 I had the honor of presenting my late husband’s square to Henry and Sheila Snyder, 
who displayed the Agent Orange Quilt of Tears during the AVVA Biennial Meeting in Or-
lando Florida on August 10-15, 2010. After many months of working together on this event 
with them, I finally found the courage to acknowledge the fact that Michael had died from his 
exposure to Agent Orange during his tour in Vietnam. I wanted his name added to the list of 
loved ones who have also suffered from this deadly toxin and to help spread the awareness of 
the generational effects of AO exposure. 

Suzanne Blohm-Weber  
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October is 
 Agent Orange 

Awareness Month
Help spread awareness in 

your area, and 
please access the website 

below for help
obtaining information. 

Balloon Launch
 
On Veterans Day - check 
the website for infomation 
to pass out in your area

Don’t F
orget



Join the 
AVVA Talklist!

Send an email to: 

southern@lodelink.com

and request to be put on the talklist

 UPDATES
Sign up to receive this enewsletter by 

sending your email address to:

	 1.	 avvaupdates@yahoo.com
	 2.	 Membership at national
	 3.	 State Representative/President
	 4.	 Regional Director

AVVA Enewsletter  Aug./Sept 2010  Page 7

“Poker Walk” Fundraiser
By Frances Cartier

	 Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) 
membership held their bi-annual Leadership 
Conference and Associates of Vietnam Veterans 
of America (AVVA) held their Biennial Con-
vention in Orland, Florida August 10, 2010 to 
August 14, 2010. 

	 Tuesday August 08, 2010 AVVA Region 
IV Director Suzanne Blohm-Weber and AVVA 
Region I Director Frances Cartier as well an 
many other AVVA members volunteered their 
talents and time to conduct a scholarship fund-
raiser. The Poker “Walk” Run began at 1:30 PM. 
A donation enabled players to play a hand of 
poker for prizes. Wild cards could be “earned” 
by getting credit for getting a hula-hoop stay up 
for more than one round. 

	 AVVA was honored that Blanch Duggins, 
late past VVA President George Duggin’s wife, 
assisted with the hula-hoop portion of the festivi-
ties. 

	 Special thanks to Elaine Simmons, Past 
AVVA President for the use of her hula-hoops and 
providing special prizes for the 2 people that com-
pleted the most rounds with the hula-hoops. All 
of the other prizes were donated by AVVA Florida 
State Association.

	 Ann Clark, a guest attending the conven-
tion won an electronic book reader and Debra 
Williams, staff of the National VVA won a digital 
camera for the most rounds using the hula-hoop.

AVVA, Poker “Walk” Run winners with the 2 best hands of poker 
AVVA National Treasurer Bill Williams and National VVA staff 
member Mokie Pratt-Porter.

Convention attendee, Ann Clark, completing over 250 
loops with the hula hoop during the Poker “Walk” 
Run AVVA Scholarship Fundraising event
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	 I am pleased to be elected to the position of 
AVVA Region 1 Director. I served as the AVVA Re-
gion 1 Deputy Director since 2006 and have attended 
many of the Board of Director (BOD) meeting held 
in Silver Springs and VVA/AVVA convention held in 
various locations since 2005. 
	 Attending the BOD meeting on a regular basis 
over the past 6 years has increased my awareness of 
the issues facing this organization as we move into 
our next decade. 
	 I work for veterans as a volunteer through the 
AVVA and the American Legion. This month I will 
be attending the American Legion National Conven-
tion, Milwaukee, WI. I have held the office of Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary District 1 Sergeant at arms for 
4 years and Unit 56 president for the past 4 years. 
Previously I held the office as Chaplin for 1 year and 
historian for 2 years for the district. 
	 Over the past few months I participated in 
adopt a home for transitional housing that will ac-
commodate returning veterans who don’t have a 
place to return to. Local veterans groups agreed to 
furnish 5 homes on the grounds of the Veteran’s 
Home and Hospital, Rocky Hill, CT.  We raised funds 
to purchase everything from beds to shower curtains 
for the homes that will house 12 men and 4 women 
returning from Iraq and/or Afghanistan.  
	 September 10, 2010 I will be volunteering 
at the Annual one day out-reach program sponsored 
the State of Connecticut held at State Veteran’s home 
Rocky Hill, CT for needy or homeless veterans. In 
the past we have served as many as 1200 veterans on 
this one-day. 
	 Most of our local veterans organizations as 
well as many of the civic groups in CT are repre-
sented. This year we are gearing up for an increase in 
the needy or homeless veterans attending. We are that 
we are expecting about 1400 seeking services. The 
event’s organizers find that the increase if those need-
ing this assistance are due to the depressed economy. 
Medical screening and services, dental exams, legal 
assistance and court proceeding for misdemeanors, 
housing referrals assistance with federal VA benefits 
and VA claims, job counseling and training informa-
tion, social service benefits, financial assistance and 
debt counseling; mental behavioral/health counseling 
services, motor vehicle license and ID cards, educa-
tional opportunities, free hair cuts and comfort kits 
will be available. 
	 Since returning home from the convention in 
Orlando last month, I asked an AVVA member from 

MA to fill in the as AVVA Region Deputy Director 
and am waiting for her reply. 
	 September 19, 2010 I will be attending our 
CT State Council meeting. 
	 I will be working with VVA Region 1 Di-
rector Wayne Cartier to increase AVVA member-
ship participation in Region 1. As a matter of fact 
there are some AVVA members that want to begin 
the process of forming an incorporated chapter of 
AVVA in MA as well as in ME. 
	 Additionally I will be assisting Wayne to 
organize a VVA/AVVA Regional conference tenta-
tively scheduled for May 2011, to be held in CT. 

Thank-you
Donna Anderson, 
Region I Director

Region II

Cathy Keister Director

Nancy Rekowski Deputy Director

	 I thank the membership of Region II for 
putting their trust in me to represent their Region 
of AVVA.  I take my new position on the National 
Board of Directors very seriously.  I will keep in 
constant contact with my States and their member-
ship.  
	 I see exciting things in the future of AVVA.  
I hope the enthusiasm we saw from the members 
present in Orlando continues through out our 
term.

Love, laugh and get the mission accomplished.

Sincerely,

Cathy Keister, Region II Director

REGIONAL DIRECTORS REPORTS

Judith Young, President of the Gold Star Moth-
ers National Monument Foundation addresses 
the delegates at the AVVA Biennial Meeting on 
Wednesday, August 11, 2010.



Region 3 Director - Donna-Marie Crowell

	 This is a new position for me.  I’ll start by in-
troducing myself.  My name is Donna-Marie Crowell 
and I live in Jacksonville, North Carolina.  The Camp 
Lejeune area.

	 Since it has not been very long since the elec-
tions I will tell you a few things about myself.  Well, I 
have been so to say the proverbial Bridesmaid (Re-
gion 3 Deputy) for 6 years and now I am the Bride 
(Region 3 Director).  I am fairly easy to get along 
with.  I am straight forward.  Quite a few AVVA 
members know how I am and how I do things.

	 I look forward to serving the AVVA members 
in Region 3 and doing everything in my power to 
keep you informed on what is going on in AVVA.  I 
plan on visiting each state at least once during my 
term.  I just ask that the States and Chapters keep 
me informed on what is going on with them.  I look 
forward to meeting the AVVA members in the States 
of Region 3.

Respectfully,

Donna-Marie Crowell

Region IV Director

Suzanne Blohm-Weber

	 I would like to thank you for returning me to 
this position, I promise to continue my service to this 
region. I have named Beverly Thomas, Florida, as 
this region’s deputy director which met the approval 
of the board at their first meeting on August 13, 2010. 

	 I am excited about the upcoming three years 
with all the new board members, increased participa-
tion of the membership and all of the new directions 
that this group of enthusiastic members have started 
us on. We need your input to steer this organization 
and have been shown a great start with the decisions 
made at this past biennial meeting in Orlando.

	 Please join committees, stay in touch with 
your state representatives and regional directors, and 
let’s get this train back on the track! There is much 
work to be done, keep up the momentum and look 
forward to working with you.

Respectfully,

Suzanne  
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The Process . . .

The President guides the process so that it is com-
pleted both properly and on a timely basis.

Qualified Delegates gather to address 
the business before them.

Questions are asked and answered. The voting on gov-
erning documents and election of the Board of Direc-
tors are conducted.

Delegates work together so that all is understood 
and the membership is represented.

Registered attendees oversee the process.
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	 Hello my name is Penny Meinhardt and I 
am the Region 5 director. I represent Michigan, 
Ohio , Illinois , and Indiana .  I am really look-
ing forward to the next three years working with 
my state representatives and the national board 
members.  It has been a real pleasure working with 
Sandy, Freda, and Annette the last two years.  	
	 Previously I have been involved in a num-
ber of activities and I am still serving a great deal 
of them. I have served in leadership positions in 
the State of Michigan as the State Representative 
since 2000 and led the State through the incorpora-
tion process. I am the State President for Michigan. 
I am the Fund Raiser Chair for National and carry 
all of the National merchandise.  Last year I helped 
raise over $7000 at the National Table at Leader-
ship. 
	 It was a great honor to receive the AVVA 
Member of the Year Award presented to me at the 
AVVA National Convention in Orlando , Florida 
this year. 
	 Some of my goals for the next three years 
are to continue to develop stronger lines of com-
munication with all State Representative/Presidents 
within the Region with VVA and AVVA; to be 
available to give assistance as needed to all of our 
AVVA and VVA members and veterans; to contin-
ue to work for our Veterans and our families, and 
to represent the interests of Region 5’s membership 
at the National Board. 
 
Looking forward to working with all of you,
 
 
Penny Meinhardt
Region 5 Director

Mary Katherine Andras
Region Seven Director
3505 Lake Arrowhead Dr.
Harvey La. 70058-5124

	 It is my honor once more to serve Region 7 
as your AVVA Director. I thank everyone for your 
support and confidence and trust you have placed 
with me.   I know that I will not be able to attend 
every State Council meeting in Region 7 but I will 
do my best to attend as many as my budget  allows. 
	 I see a bright future ahead for AVVA and 
Region 7. There is nothing we cannot accomplish 
if we all work together as a team. My door is 

always open to you at all times, day or night. I can 
be reach at my business 504-398-9094, or at my 
residence, 504-366-2087 or by my cell 504-382-
9123, please feel free to call me with any concern or 
question you may have. 
	 By keeping our lines of communication open 
there is nothing we cannot do for our beloved Veter-
ans and AVVA. 
	 Once again thank you for your trust in me. 

Kathy Andras
AVVA Region 7 Director

Hello to all:  

	 This summer I traveled to Newport Oregon 
for the VVA-AVVA State Council Meeting lead 
by our Oregon State Rep. John Birch,  attended by 
the Medford AVVA, Grants Pass AVVA, Lebenon 
AVVA.  Much was discussed, especially on fund 
raising for our local AVVA’s.

	 All of those attending the State Council have 
been very active with helping their local Veterans, 
and their families.  The more I hear what they do the 
prouder(is this a word?) I get.  And again a member 
of the Brookings,  Oregon  Chapter 757 was chosen 
for the Fellowship Award of the Year. 

	 I also traveled to Alaska, paying for my 
trip out of my own pocket, hoping to have contact 
with an AVVA member.  I have a name and hoping 
to contact her after all this traveling I’m doing  is 
over.  The next trip was to Billings Montana for their 
State Council Meeting.  I was hoping to see Sandy 
Weisand, our contact for the state of Montana, her 
husband took sick and was taken to the hospital the 
night before they were to leave for Billings.   But I 
did have a wonderful meeting with Linda Morales 
from Bozeman.  Bozeman is very busy raising mon-
ey to help with their Veterans and their families, at 
Christmas, and they take clothing articles, blankets, 
lap robes to their Veteran Hospital located north of 
Bozeman.

	 Idaho has been working with their VVA 
Chapters, helping the Veterans and the families of 
their state.  I haven’t traveled to their state this year, 
as I haven’t traveled to the state of Washington, or 
Wyoming.  Now I traveled to the state of Washing-
ton,  but the date that I received that the meeting was 
being held was a week to early,  so I’m the one that 
missed out.  



	 Hoping that the New Year will be a much better 
one, in membership, and communication.
	 Please all members in my Region please call 
me if you have a problem, or need information.   I 
will always give you a answer, and if I don’t know the 
answer,  I will get to someone that knows and will get 
back to you.
 

My phone # is 541-476-0764
 
Together Always
 
Frances Rowan
Region 8 Director

	 First I would like to thank Carol Southern, our 
out-going Region 9 Director, for all of her work over 
the past years.  She has been, and will continue to be, a 
real asset to AVVA!

	 I was happy to see all the work that was done at 
our recent convention.  Everyone was serious and dedi-
cated to trying to make good changes for our organiza-
tion, and I was able to see some people I have not seen 
in years!  

	 One change that was made, which I really feel 
will be great for both AVVA and VVA, is that we will 
now be holding our Convention in the same year as 
VVA holds their Convention.  I believe that this is 
going to help us to get more participation, and share 
resources in both the Conventions and the Leadership 
courses, in the long run.  Thank you to Anne Pancrazio 
of Arizona for that proposal, and also to whom ever 
else she had spoken to about it before bringing it up.  It 
means waiting one extra year, but it will be well worth 
it, in my opinion.

	 I am looking forward to serving Region 9 as 
your new Director, and I hope that we will have good 
communication up and down.  We need to hear from 
our members in the local Chapters.  I have some really 
good State Reps/Presidents/POC’s to work with, and I 
really want to know what everyone thinks.

	 I am not a game player, although I can be 
diplomatic when necessary, so at least you can expect 
honesty from me.  I would like to see Region 9 grow 
and become a major player in AVVA.  Let’s see what 
we can do over the next couple of years!

Joanna Henshaw
AVVA Region 9 Director
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Region 9 Outgoing Director
	 It has been a pleasure representing Region 
9 as AVVA Director.  I have learned a lot and made 
a lot of friends that I will never forget.  All are my 
brothers and sisters.
  
	 I’ve put a lot of myself into representing 
Region 9 and hope I have made a difference.  I’ll 
still be active in the California State Association as 
well as Chapter 391.
 
	 Your new Region 9 Director, Joanna Hen-
shaw is very dedicated and I am confident she will 
do a great job of representing Region 9.
 
	 Thank you for you support and friendship,

Carol Southern
Past Region 9 Director

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Carol for her 

service to this organization. 
She always made meetings 
a joy, could make us smile 

during any disagreement and will 
be missed. We wish her the best 
and plan on keeping her around 

for whatever she would like 
to be involved with. 
We love you Carol!

AVVA



the print.  Nine chapters from the state participated 
in the endeavor.  Each participating chapter received 
$134.58, State received, $403.75.  Total of the Fund 
Raiser was $1615.00.  Thanks to all the chapters.

	 As the AVVA State President, I attend the 
VVA Leadership Conference/AVVA National Con-
vention in Orlando, Florida.  Great.  A.V.V.A has 
turned over a new leaf,   New Officers, and new 
beginnings.  We are all going to move forward and 
work together to make AVVA a bigger and better 
organization together.

       

	

 

TEXAS
MARILYN ROSE – PRESIDENT

281-991-1467
Mrose4319@sbcglobal.net

Our chapters have been working really hard all 
year long.

	 CHAPTER 685 – Galveston County is 
going to have a Rededication of our WATCHFIRE 
PARK on the Texas City Dike.  The whole dike 
(largest man made dike in the world) was destroyed 
during Hurricane Ike like most of Galveston 
County.  The dike has been rebuilt/repaired and the 
City of Texas is going to do a rededication for the 
chapter.  
	 We will have the Priest from the Catholic 
Church re-bless our ground, since this is where we 
do the Flag (torn and tattered) disposal.  We will 
be posting the colors, POW-MIA ceremony, setting 
the Field Crosses, selling some food and tee shirts, 
etc.
	 We will also have a Band and singer, 
Michael Martin from Nashville, TN Area.  He is a 
Vietnam Veteran and was from Texas.  He used to 
be with Doc Holiday (deceased), also a Vietnam 
Veteran.  Michael and Doc are also co-founders of 
the veterans’ advocacy group, Last Patrol.  
	 Everyone is invited.  So come on down to 
Texas City, TX on November 12th, the day after 
Veterans Day for our Rededication of our WATCH-
FIRE PARK.  We would love to have everyone.

	 CHAPTER 991- Palestine, TX.  Everyone 
has also been working hard in their chapter.  They 
are having a WELCOME HOME VIETNAM 
VETERANS in Jacksonville, TX on September 18, 
2010.  Parade, Texas Veterans Commission, VFW, 
and American Legion.  Sounds like a good time for 
everyone.

	 CHAPTER 404- Borger/Fritch, TX.   Ev-
eryone is also working hard in this chapter.  They 
set up booths at different functions held in the area, 
Hold garage sales, helping veterans in their area.  

	 All the other chapters in Texas are working 
hard also.  Everyone please keep up the hard work 
on helping veterans.

	 Our Last State Council meeting was held 
in San Antonio, TX. in June.  There was a great 
turnout.  We had a “Job Well Done, Brother” print 
that was matted and framed donated to the AVVA 
State Group in February, 2010.  We held a raffle for 
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Texas AVVA President, Maryilyn Rose enjoys time 
with Past National President Mary Miller during 
the Awards Luncheon on Thursday, August 12, 
2010.

Kathy Andras, AVVA Region  VII Director, poses 
for a photo with one of the ceterpieces made by 
Florida AVVA at the luncheon.
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    FUN 
    IN THE

   SUNSHINE
    STATE



UPDATES DEADLINES

 Starting in September 2010 there 
will be an issue sent out 

every other month.

Next deadline:
November 1, 2010 

Feel free to submit at any time, 
it will be published in the next issue.

Please send submissions and email 
changes or requests to: 

	

avvaupdates@yahoo.com

All submissions will we considered, 
screened for content and edited if necessary. 

“Letters to the Editor” are strictly the 
opinions of the author and not that of 

Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America. 
All chapter, state and regional reports 

are the responsibility of the writer and must 
contain name and contact information in or-

der to be published. Content must be 
verifiable, accurate and appropriate for this 

newsletter. Thanks for your support.

Together 
Always
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Associates of Vietnam 
Veterans of America 

Region IV 
thanks you for attending the 
Biennial Meeting in sunny 

Orlando Florida.
 

“Ya All Come Back Now, Ya Hear”

From left to right: 
Suzanne Blohm-Weber - Region IV Director, Mary 
Yeomans - Past Vice President, Jeri Wallis - Georgia 
State Representative, Beverly Thomas - Region IV 
Deputy Director, and Donna Maury - Florida Associa-
tion Secretary/Treasurer.


